May 25, 2005

Ramblin Roy’s Ramblings

Holy Smokes, time flies, we’re back with Dick Hansen & Eloda Yule. You might remember we wrote about the ’29 Town Sedan Model 8660 being restored. The story is on our website “northstarcadillac.org” under “Featured Members”. Read it and study the pictures first and this follow up article will be more meaningful to you. I thought it about time I invite myself over for another fantastic lunch so here’s the follow up story.
It’s come a long baby. It motivates on its own (even though the seat is a milk case), it’s painted a beautiful two tone burgundy (actually Regent Maroon) & black, and it has a headliner and half the front seat is upholstered in a rich burgundy. The more Dick talks about his labor of love the more unique features come to light. For instance:
1. The windshield wipers are electric, this is a 1929.

2. The cigar lighter/emergency light that comes out of the dash on a 12’ cord is on an adjustable switch. Dick has it set to turn on when about a foot of cord is pulled out.

3. The vacuum operated fuel pump actually works.

4. The front seat has a depression in it to allow clearance for the shifter when the seat is full forward for short legged drivers.

5. The buttons on the seat cushion are in an arc to give the illusion the seat has a curve to it when it’s actually straight.

6. The trunk that goes on the back has a vinyl/canvas travel cover made of the material as the roof insert. More interesting is the silk lined fitted suitcases and hat box inside the trunk. Dick picked this item up from an estate sale of the Dayton family.
7. In addition, there’s a fold down luggage rack behind the trunks location for overflow. There’s a trunk for that location too if you pack like we do.
8. The running board lights come on with the dome light when the rear doors open.

9. The oil level indicator described in the earlier article is now all polished up so we could get a better picture of it.
10. It’s a “10”, that’s for sure. Virtually every area of the vehicle brings another story of a part that dick has hand made with amazing craftsmanship and versatility.

11. Dick has a copy of the built sheet & owner’s manual fro the Cadillac Archives.

12. There is an original car just like this one in Mandan, ND that Dick has made several trips to see, researching his project. Dick says he has as much time in research as he does in the actual restoration work.

Now its time for lunch, what I really came here for in the first place. Thank You Eloda.
